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ELEVEN EUROPEAN HEALTH ORGANISATIONS CLAIM SUPPORT OF EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR RESEARCH INTO COMPLEMENTARY MEDICINE IN EU RESEARCH PROGRAM
Brussels, 7 June 2006 Eleven European organisations representing 166 national organisations of patients, doctors, practitioners, pharmacists and manufacturers in the field of complementary medicine are campaigning for a dedicated budget in the 7th Framework Program 2007-2013 to research and identify successful interventions in complementary and alternative medicine.

The request is in line with earlier recommendations by the European Commission (1997) that more scientific research should be done to identify successful interventions in complementary medicines. More than 27% of the European population is in favour of these methods of medical treatment, meaning that more than 100 million citizens would benefit from such a decision.

The European Parliament will vote on an amendment proposed by the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE), and backed by the four largest political parties, during the Strasbourg session of the week 12-15 June. The amendment is also supported by John Bowis MEP, who says “I am one of the 100 million users of complementary medicine in Europe. The 7th Framework Program provides an excellent opportunity for the EU to dedicate funding to further validate the benefits of complementary medicine.”

In a Joint Communiqué the eleven organisations state that it is a patient’s fundamental right to make their own balanced and responsible choice as to how they would like to be medically treated. The Joint Communiqué, accompanied by a DVD highlighting the considerable track record of complementary medicine, will be distributed among all the 732 Members of the European Parliament before the vote. Speaking on behalf of ECHAMP, the European Coalition on Homeopathic and Anthroposophic Medicinal Products, Nand De Herdt, General Secretary says, “The action aims to raise awareness for the common aims of the eleven European organisations and the urgent request of millions of patients to render complementary medicine a fully recognized part of healthcare in the EU, significantly enhancing the health of European citizens. “

-ends-

For further information please contact: 

Nand De Herdt on Tel: +32-2-235.09.81; Fax: +32-2-235.09.82; 
E-Mail: office@echamp.be 
Notes to editors:

1. A copy of the Joint Communiqué and DVD can be obtained from ECHAMP

(Tel: +32-2-235-09-81 e-mail office@echamp.be)

2. ECHAMP (European Coalition on Homeopathic and Anthroposophic Medicinal Products) is a European Economic Interest Grouping (EEIG) of companies active in the production and distribution of homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products. Founded in 1999 it represents the vast majority of the manufacturers of Europe’s homeopathic industry with 51 full company members, 11 corresponding members and 9 associated members. ECHAMP is striving for Europe wide availability of all homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products which meet the highest standards of quality, safety and effectiveness. 

3. The coalition of European organisations includes European Council for Classical Homeopathy, European Committee for Homeopathy, ECHAMP, European Council of Doctors for Plurality in Medicine, European Federation for Naturopathy, European Federation of Homeopathic Patients’ Associations, European Federation of Patients’ Associations for Anthroposophic Medicine, International Association of Anthroposophic Pharmacists, International Federation of Anthroposophical Medical Associations, Committee for Alternative Medicine and Nordic co-operation Committee for non-conventional Medicine.
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