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European patients, doctors, practitioners and industry call on Slovenian government to make homeopathy more widely available 
Bled, 28 April  At a European meeting in Bled on 28 April, patients, doctors, practitioners and industry were united in their call on the Slovene government to legalise the prescription of homeopathic medicinal products by mainstream medical doctors and to ensure the full availability of these products in pharmacies.
Homeopathy is a long-standing European therapeutic tradition with an overall positive safety record established over many decades. It is used by more than100 million Europeans and enjoys continuous growth in popularity with patients, doctors and practitioners. Homeopathic remedies are recognised as medicinal products in Slovenia, but doctors who prescribe them risk losing their medical license. Nor is it yet possible to register and sell the full range of products. 
The call came at the annual meeting of ECHAMP, the European Coalition on Homeopathic and Anthroposophic Medicinal Products, which represents the vast majority of the industry for these products in Europe. The European associations of doctors, practitioners, pharmacists and patients active in this field were represented at the meeting in Bled, as were companies from 18 EU Member States. Together their presentations built a realistic picture of the current situation regarding availability of these products in Europe and some of the difficulties patients face getting the medicines they need.
Mag. Barbara Razinger Mihovec, Pharmacist and Head of the Department for Herbal, Traditional and Homeopathic Medicinal Products at the Agency for Medicinal Products and Medical Devices in Slovenia, welcomed participants on behalf of the Slovene Presidency to the Council of the EU. She spoke of the rich history of homeopathy in Slovenia and the increasing popularity of non-conventional therapies. She explained that the first steps have been taken to put in place the legal and regulatory framework required for these products in Slovenia. The priority for the health authority in Slovenia is to ensure the need for quality and safety of the products in order to contribute to their availability.
However, Dr Zivan Krevel, President of the Slovenian Homeopathic Society explained how in Slovenia, currently, medical doctors cannot prescribe homeopathy without risking their license as a medical doctor; Dr Linda Cicigoj, a Slovene homeopathic pharmacist, spoke of the difficulties faced by those who wish to register these products with the authorities. 
Speaking at the meeting, Max Daege, President of ECHAMP, said, ‘ECHAMP believes that patients should be free to choose the therapy they want, that doctors should be free to prescribe the medicines they believe are needed and that homeopathic medicinal products should be widely available for those who want and need them across the EU. We sincerely hope that ECHAMP’s presence in Bled today will bring these issues to the fore and encourage the Slovene government to implement the measures necessary to make homeopathic medicinal products more widely available in Slovenia.’
\
Notes to Editors

1. Homeopathy is a long-standing European therapeutic tradition that dates back over 200 years. It is based on scientific thinking and accurate documentation. It was first developed in 1796 by Samuel Hahnemann (1755-1843), a leading German contemporary scientist who studied both medicine and chemistry. Homeopathy can provide over 200 years of successful clinical experience which shows this to be a safe and effective therapy both in humans, including the very young, and with animals. There is both pre-clinical and clinical evidence of its effectiveness sufficient to justify and confirm its place in the medical establishment.

2. Three out of four Europeans know about homeopathy, and of these 29% use it for their health care (Source: Commission Report to the European Parliament and Council on the Application of Directives 92/73 and 92/74, Brussels 14.07.1997 Com(97) 362 final). In 2005, the industry for homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products was valued at €1.7 billion at consumer prices, representing approximately 1% of the total European and 7% of the European non-prescription pharmaceutical market. CEEC Member States account for approximately 5% of the total sales of these products in Europe. (Source: Homeopathic and Anthroposophic Medicine in Europe – Facts and Figures, Second Edition, 2007, ECHAMP).

3. The market for homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products in Slovenia is worth less than €1 million; there are approximately 2 homeopathic doctors per 100,000 population (compared to 230 doctors per 100,000 population generally in Slovenia). (Source: Homeopathic and Anthroposophic Medicine in Europe – Facts and Figures, Second Edition, 2007, ECHAMP).

4. ECHAMP is a European industry association that represents companies active in the production and distribution of these medicines in Europe (European Coalition on Homeopathic and Anthroposophic Medicinal Products). ECHAMP’s aim is to ensure that users have easy access to homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products which meet the highest standards of quality, safety and effectiveness. The meeting in Bled was the annual Membership Assembly and specialist workshop. It was attended by nearly 70 participants, including ECHAMP members from 18 countries around the EU.
For further information please 


Contact Sonia Costa on 00 32 2 64 99 49 40 or Nand De Herdt on 00 33 68 25 60 075 or e-mail media@echamp.eu. Further information for the media can also be found in the press room on our website www.echamp.eu.
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