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PRESS RELEASE
HISTORY OF HOMEOPATHY – STRONG ROOTS IN NORTHERN AND EASTERN EUROPE REDISCOVERED

Brussels, 4 September 2006 - A new survey shows that there is a strong tradition of use of homeopathy by medical doctors even in the newer parts of the European Union.

Prof. Robert Jütte, respected historian, Head of the Institute for the History of Medicine in Stuttgart, Germany, is the author of a new 90 page booklet on the history of homeopathy in Northern, Central and Eastern Europe. For the first time, the history map of homeopathy includes new countries, about which we had until now known very little. This interesting rediscovery includes Norway, Sweden, Finland, the Baltic States, the states that formed the Austrian Empire, and even Greece with some roots stretching to Istanbul and Izmir, with interesting details on the role of homeopathic doctors and homeopathy. 
The booklet also documents scepticism by the medical establishment and the official health system. The struggle with conservative positions, often rooted in more than a hundred years of old laws against quackery, appears surprisingly strong in modern societies like Denmark and Sweden, the latter still banning homeopathic medicines from being sold in pharmacies and threatening medical doctors with loss of license if they dare to adopt homeopathy into their daily practice.

ECHAMP, the European Coalition on Homeopathic and Anthroposophic Medicinal Products is convinced that this booklet will help to improve the position of homeopathy. Max Daege, President of ECHAMP, says: 'The book is another good example for the historical success story of homeopathy, and adds to the strength of 
its current evidence base. We hope it will inspire medical practitioners all over the world to look to the learnings of complementary medicine and thus enrich their own practice.' 
-ends-

A digital copy of the booklet ‘The Hidden Roots: A History of Homeopathy in Northern, Central and Eastern Europe’ can be downloaded from the Institute for the History of Medicine at http://www.igm-bosch.de/english/f7.htm. 

For further information please contact: 

Nand De Herdt  on Tel: +32-2-235.09.81; Fax: +32-2-235.09.82; 
E-Mail: office@echamp.be 
Notes to editors:

1. Jütte R. The Hidden Roots: A History of Homeopathy in Northern, Central and Eastern Europe. Stuttgart: Institute for the History of Medicine of the Robert Bosch Foundation; 2006 – E-link: http://www.igm-bosch.de/english/f7.htm
A hard copy of the booklet is available on request at office@echamp.be.

2. ECHAMP (European Coalition on Homeopathic and Anthroposophic Medicinal Products) is a European Economic Interest Grouping (EEIG) of companies active in the production and distribution of homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products. Founded in 1999 it represents the vast majority of the manufacturers of Europe’s homeopathic industry with 51 full company members, 11 corresponding members and 9 associated members. ECHAMP is striving for Europe wide availability of all homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products which meet the highest standards of quality, safety and effectiveness. 
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