[image: image1.png]ECHAMP

European Coalition on Homeopathic and
Anthroposophic Medicinal Products E.E.I.G.









PRESS RELEASE
German Government confirms support for harmonisation of European legislation for homeopathic and anthroposophic medicines

Bonn, 24 April 2007 The German government has confirmed its commitment to improve the EU regulatory situation for homeopathic and anthroposophic medicines. 

Speaking on 23 April at a conference organised by ECHAMP, the European association for manufacturers and distributors of homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products, Dr Klaus Theo Schröder, German Secretary of State for Health said, ‘Safeguarding this important category of products has always been and continues to be a priority for the German government. We shall continue to push for proper regulation at European level in order to achieve greater integration of homeopathic and anthroposophic medicine in the European context’.
 

The conference, organised under the patronage of the Federal Minister of Health, Ms Ulla Schmidt, brought together key stakeholders in the homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products sector, including manufacturers, and European patients’ and doctors’ organisations, representing 17 different member states. ECHAMP’s aim is to ensure that users have easy access to homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products which meet the highest standards of quality, safety and effectiveness. 

Homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products are both part of a long-standing European tradition. They have traditionally been regulated in several EU Member States since the 1970s, including Austria, France, Germany and the United 


Kingdom, allowing for a wide selection of these products to be available to prescribers and patients. Since 1992, European legislation has been trying to create a common regulatory base in this field. 

‘However,’ says Max Daege, President of ECHAMP, ‘we are still far from common legal provisions for homeopathic and anthroposophic medicines with therapeutic indications. Many inadequacies still prevail, which deprive Europeans from functioning and harmonised access to these medicines. We very much welcome the initiative by the German government to put some momentum behind these issues during their presidency of the EU.’

Notes for editors

1. ECHAMP is a European industry association that represents companies active in the production and distribution of these medicines in Europe (European Coalition on Homeopathic and Anthroposophic Medicinal Products). ECHAMP’s aim is to ensure that users have easy access to homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products which meet the highest standards of quality, safety and effectiveness. 

2. In 1975, European legislation established three core criteria for human and veterinary medicinal products - safety, quality and efficacy. Specific Directives for homeopathy for human and veterinary use were passed in 1992 (92/73/EEC and 92/74/EEC), subsequently consolidated along with the entire field of pharmaceutical legislation in Directives 2001/82/EC and 2001/83/EC. After a revision in 2004, amended Directive 2001/83 now applies to most medicinal products including certain categories of homeopathic and anthroposophic medicines. However, many are excluded and due to the divergent legal and regulatory approaches in the 27 EU Member States, European citizens are confronted with differing products and in many cases, lack of availability.

For further information 

Please contact Ellen van Rompaye on 00 32 2 649 94 940 or Nand De Herdt on 00 33 682 560075 or e-mail office@echamp.org.
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