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PRESS RELEASE

European Parliament  discusses patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare 

Together for better healthcare in the EU: 

Complementary medical treatment must be fully recognised

Brussels, Thursday 25 September  The European Parliament will today debate the European Commission’s proposal for a Directive on patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare, aiming to facilitate patients' access to healthcare in other European countries. ECHAMP, the organisation of EU-manufacturers of homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products in Brussels calls on the EU institutions also to consider the growing demand of patients from across Europe for complementary medicine (CAM) health services and medicinal products.

European Commission figures show that more than 100 million EU citizens regularly use homeopathic or anthroposophic medicines, both prescribed by practitioners for acute and chronic diseases, and selected for self-medication. In 2007 the turnover of these medicinal products in the 27 EU Member States reached more than 1 billion Euros.

Cross-border rights must also be guaranteed in this field

 “There is increasing disharmony between Member States in the field of homeopathy and anthroposophic medicine, where healthcare providers and services are excluded from the benefits of free trade and free circulation. Patients and consumers can obtain their services and products only from those Member States which have put in place appropriate legal provisions. They have to pay for their own travel, services and products because these are unavailable in their own countries.” says ECHAMP General Secretary Nand de Herdt in Brussels.

De Herdt asks for a clear signal from the EU institutions that they will integrate complementary medicine treatment and medicinal products into the EU legislation process. “Availability, affordability and accessibility of healthcare products and services are basic rights for all citizens, including the more than 100 million EU citizens who are users of homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products,” he says. This is also the expectation of more than 60 000 recognised homeopathic and anthroposophic doctors and practitioners in the EU.

John Bowis MEP, rapporteur in the European Parliament on the new cross-border healthcare Directive said: “The lack of clarity and legal certainty surrounding cross-border healthcare in the EU has caused many patients confusion and uncertainty at a vulnerable time in their lives”.

· ENDS -

Notes to editors

ECHAMP is a European industry association that represents companies active in the production and distribution of homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products in Europe (European Coalition on Homeopathic and Anthroposophic Medicinal Products). Homeopathic and anthroposophic medicines cover a broad portfolio of products mostly derived from natural substances. They have a proven positive safety profile and are part of a long-standing European therapeutic tradition that continues to grow in popularity with patients, doctors and practitioners. ECHAMP’s vision is for all people within Europe to have free and truly harmonised access to safe, high quality and effective homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products.
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