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PRESS RELEASE
The European market for homeopathic and anthroposophic medicines continues to thrive despite regulatory restrictions

Brussels, 27 November 2007 New data from ECHAMP confirm that consumer demand is driving sales growth of homeopathic and anthroposophic medicines in Europe by an average of more than 5% a year, despite an increasingly restrictive European legal and regulatory environment.

Up to 65% of the European population report that they have used complementary medicines. These products are in increasing demand from patients, who are becoming better organised in their attempts to ensure they get the products they need. Nearly 3.8% of all doctors in Europe have received training in homeopathy. Of these, there are some 44,000 specialised homeopathic doctors, compared to 15,000 neurologists, 18,000 ear nose and throat specialists, 25,000 eye specialists and 50,000 general surgeons in the European Union.

ECHAMP’s new publication, Homeopathic and Anthroposophic Medicine in Europe: Facts and Figures (Second Edition, 2007), shows that the European market for homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products increased by 60% between 1995 and 2005 and is now worth €930 million.1 Consumers across Europe spend an average of €4 a year each on these products, which account for approximately 7% of the European non-prescription pharmaceutical market, or 1% of the total European pharmaceutical market. 

The growth comes despite the fact that hundreds of products have been withdrawn from the market since 2003 and a number of small companies have had to close down or refocus their activity, due to the increasingly severe requirements imposed on the industry by national Medicines Agencies, and their sometimes inflexible interpretation of an inadequate European legislation. 

ECHAMP’s new publication provides comprehensive information on the use, history, legal status and position in national health care systems of these products in Europe. It demonstrates the long-standing tradition and deep roots of both homeopathy and anthroposophic medicine in Europe.

Says Max Daege, President of ECHAMP, “Market figures are not collated systematically in this industry, so these new data from ECHAMP present a unique and valuable insight into this European market. They underpin the growing demand of tens of millions of patients, and of their practitioners and doctors for these therapies to be fully integrated into the healthcare systems of Europe.”

President of ECCH (European Council of Classical Homeopathy), the European homeopathic doctors’ association, Dr Ton Nicolai says “These ‘Facts and Figures’ give a sound and comprehensive picture of the growing importance of this sector. We sincerely hope that this will help prompt European decision makers to accord this sector increasing priority within EU health policy and to develop more appropriate legislation to make these products freely available.”

· ENDS -
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Notes to editors

1. ECHAMP is a European industry association that represents companies active in the production and distribution of homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products in Europe (European Coalition on Homeopathic and Anthroposophic Medicinal Products). Homeopathic and anthroposophic medicines cover a broad portfolio of products mostly derived from natural substances. They have a proven positive safety profile and are part of a long-standing European therapeutic tradition that continues to grow in popularity with patients, doctors and practitioners. ECHAMP’s vision is for all people within Europe to have free and truly harmonised access to safe, high quality and effective homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products.

2. Homeopathic and Anthroposophic Medicine in Europe: Facts and Figures (Second Edition, 2007) is published by ECHAMP (November 2007). The contents include

· a profile of the industry in Europe, including market growth and detail on key markets with a special focus on the new CEEC Member States

· key historical data and a market by market history of the development of the use of homeopathic and anthroposophic medicinal products

· detail on the legal and regulatory situation for these products in each country

· individual country profiles summarizing the history, regulatory situation and status of complementary medicine with key contact details

· summary of the use of homeopathic and anthroposophic medicines by doctors and practitioners

· a detailed bibliography and reference section.

Copies can be ordered from ECHAMP by e-mail administration@echamp.be or from

www.echamp.org. Price: 25 € / brochure (excl. VAT, post and packing).
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